
THE A~ORSEY GEXERAL 
OFTEXAS 
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June 20, 1975 

The HOnOrable Kenneth W. Cook 
Acting Admioietrator 
Texan Alcoholic Beverage Commirrion 
P. 0. Box 13127 
Austin, Texar 78711 

Open Recordr De&ion No. 94 

Re: Availability under the Open 
Recorda Act of records of 
suspension 01 revocation of 
alcoholic beverage licenses. 

Dear Mr. Cook: 

You have requested our opinion regarding the availability under the 
Open Recordr Act, article 6252~17a, V. T. C. S., of all applicationa for retail 
beer licenses, retail liquor licenser, late hours licenrer and mixed beverage 
permit*, a~ well 8a all recordr concerning the rurpenmion or revocation of 
my of there licenmea or permitr. 

In Open Recorda Decision No. 62 (1974), we held that all information 
in m application for an alcoholic beverage license, except the name, proposed 
location. and type of permit l ought, ir excepted from dirclorure by rection 
3(a)(l) of the Open Recordr Act, in that it is information daemed confide&a: 
by a rpecific statutory provirion. article 666-12a, section 5, Texar Penal 
Auxiliary Lana. 

With regard to recorda of su#pension# and revocations, l ection 5 
providea: 

Recorda of alI violation6 of thir Act by holdera of 
licenser and permitr and recorda introduced and made 
public at hearings, and deciriona resulting therefrom 
relating to ruch vioIationr ohall be kept on file at the 
office of the Liquor Control Board at Austin, Texas, 
and ouch records #ball be open to the public. The 
private record* of any perron, permittee or licensee 
(which ahall be any record8 except the name, propored 
location, and type of permit or license Nought in any 
application for a permit or license or any renewal 
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thereof, any periodic report covering the importa- 
tion, distribution. or sale of any alcoholic beverages 
required by the Board to be regularly filed by a 
perrnittee or licensee) which are required or obtained 
by the Liquor Control Board or itr agent8 in connection 
with my invertigation. or otherwise, &all be privileged, 
unleaa introduced in evidence in a herring before the 
Board or any court in thin state or the United Staten. 

It ir clear from the atatute that 9 notices and orders iarued by the Alcoholic 
Beverage Commimaion in connection with the suspension or revocation of any 
license or permit, a$ well aa all records, by whomever collected, which are 
introduced into evidence at a rurpenaion or revocation hearing, are public 
and subject to dirclorure. Specificrlly included within the termo of the statute 
are tbe decirionr of the Commission regarding rurpenrion or revocation. 
Although the private recordr of any person, permittee or liccnree are, except 
as indicated in the rtatute, privileged and therefore not dircloerble. it im our 
opinion that information collected by the Commission and not obtained from the 
private records of any perron, permittee or licenree. in dimcloarble at 
leart to the extent that they are introduced into evidence at a Board hearing. 

We hold therefore that all records regarding the swpension or 
revocation of alcoholic beverage licenses. except for those private recordr 
excepted by statute. are public and rhould be dinclosed. 

Very truly yours, 

Attorney General of Texra 

Opinion Committee 
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